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Wild Fish in Fremont
by, Lhnes Kalgaur

“There goes ane now!”
shouted Jet Miller. an aetvist and
founder of the Alameda Creek Allr-
ance. “And another!™ Members of Na-
tonal Marne Fisheries Service and LS
Fish and Wildhife Service watched
disbeliet as several
magnificent steelhead
trout attempted to jump
it conerete drop struc-
ture in Alumeda Creek
The fish shot out ol the
water in an incredible atempt to vault
the formudable barrier. Haltway up,
they smacked the conerete and shid
back down. [t was heart breakimg to
watch. The trout had impeceable tim-
ing as the group was there to examing
whether or not the structure posed a
stgmfieant threat 1o the migration of
anadromous sh.

Chver the last three vears, sev-
eral steethead trout have been captured
and reledsed upstream of the barner:
Fin clips were taken and analyzed hy o

genelivist. The results of the analvsis

indicate with a high level of conlidence «

thar the Alameda Creck samples are
not of hatchery ongm, and should be

classified as pant of the Central Calitor-

ma Coast Evolutionartdy Significant

Unit (ESUY This particular ESU has

been recently histed as “threatened™
pursuant to the Federal Bn-

“aofthe fish smacked dangered Species AcL
the concrete amd slid
bhack down.
fiearihbreaking o
warch. ™

Steclhead trout
were onee abundant in the
Aldameda Creek watershed
before the Army Corps of
Engineers constructed an
Il -foot drop structure W protect the
ratleoad and BART crossings in 1972,
The conerete drop structure protects
the bridge piers [rom scouring but
lorms an impassable barmer o anadro-
mas fish.

The Alameda County Flood
Control and Water Canservation
District, Alameds County Water
District, US Army Corps of Engineers
and Calitornia Coastal Conservancy
are discussing parthering 1o build a fish
ladder which will correet the problem
of fish passage. But there are more
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barriers fo the restofation ol'g
steethead trout run than the ones 1he
fish smack mie

The onslaught of human
development has led w the
degradation of steelhead trout
hahital by altering {low erosion and
depesition, and the ability of a creck
1o support the bugs that serve as
lunch, Mhversion of water reduges
Mows attecting the adult trout’s
ability to migrate upstream as well
as the ability of young fsh to
migrate vut 1o the bay and seean,
foenttined o puge §)

Reaching Out

Bringing folks topether o
work on common mterests is one aof
the goals of the Alameda County-
wide Clean Water Program
{ACCWPE), In January, the
ACCWP's Maintenance
Subcommutiee and the Regional
Water Cuality Control Beard hosted
a workshop for local utilities. water
ageneies, and contractors (o kick
around ideas tor keeping storm
water ¢léan while doing their jobs.
Linton Ciry's Carl Howard, the
impretus for the workshop, observed
that too many pollution incidents
wure still vecurring despite the local
cities” cftorts to implement Best
Management Practices (BMPs),
feontinued on page 24

Promtgd wn [ 00%

Pist-vvnsumer Becyeled Paper £



A i (_u:mn n m’L Clean Waler Prosvam

Bay area watersheds. The reduction
and control of stormwater pollution
everywhere is vital 1o the prateclion
of habital for creatures like steelhead
troul.

Murky Wﬂrfd WHd FfSh feontinned from frout page)
feonimued from page 3 Development increases the
[xcess sediment also may result H amount of impervious surface area,
[rom the maintenance of flood = which m turn, increases the peak Hows

cantrol modifications to crecks
and channels, Alameda County

dunng a storm. This added water
scours creck banks and deposits silt down-

15 workimg with other flood con- streame [fFthe sediment covers steelhead rout

el agencies inthe Bay Areato  redds (trout eges ina nest) or the clean gravel W m? .
develop o new Flood Control needed o support the reddds, less oxvgen will Hﬁ"f“’t“ﬁ”m s going
Maintenance Best Management  be available to the epgs, o htm” er m W
Practices Mannal and Refer- Stornywater pollution is a barrier o . Gioieral P b

ence Guide. The manual and fish restoration as well. Organophosphate pwwmwm name af wha to
guide are intended ta help field pesticides Jike diazinon. a common insecti- meiﬁlaﬂwﬂﬁrm el -ﬁ'

stall select and implement
BMPs that mmimize the impact

cide, used in the watershed can be fatal 1o the
bugs fish feed on, Other pollutants like oil,

of sediment and other pollutants  surfactants and heavy metaly can also disrupt Mowidering
associated with maintaining the carly lifestages of steelhead trout A Subcammitice: Jmm Gitvof
fload control channels. This The presence ol steethead trout 15 not J‘h}umﬁﬁi@ﬁé‘ﬁ-@ﬁ f?ﬁ‘?i
manul and goide will be com- unigue w Alameda Creek: They have been / Mmm Cinvof

pleted late this spring, and train-  spotted m San Lorenzo Creek, San Leandro Hﬂmmmmj‘ﬂ -

ing on thetr use may be offered Creck, Ward Creek and numerous other ' of m 00 665, 3«“33 Mﬁmﬁﬁ"
next fiscal VAT Flor more mfor-  creeks Ihzu_ drain to the ng. The problems N M‘,gm Subcommittee: BWM

mation on this project please steclhead face are not umque to the Alameda | Algmeds Coungy 571) 670-53529.

contact Wendy Edde at FOA at  Creek watershed either, Problems of pollu- | fndiestrial & lcit scharge Control (ADC)
(510} R32-2852, tion, flow and sedimentation contribuie (o the W[E&’m%m %tﬂ"

destruction of valuable creck habaar moamds!
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